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Message from the President:

Dear Daffodillers:

Eeks...It’s September again. Where did the summer go? No sense mourning the end
of vacation because daffodil season is right around the corner again. Beds need to be prepared
for the arrival of all the bulbs ordered this spring and summer. What a joyous day it is when
daffodils arrive and you can finally hold that firm bundle of spring joy in your hands once
again.

It is also a time to reconnect with all your friends at WDS. The fall meeting will be
held Saturday, October 17,2009 at the Fall Church Community Center. Come, bring a snack
for all to enjoy and participate in the annual bulb exchange. Rumor has it, there will be
wonderful specimens in the offing as Kathy, Chriss, Glenna and Bob have all been digging
again! Need supplies? WDS is closing its boutique and will offer attractive prices on all
current inventory. WDS will continue to carry daffodil supplies in the future, just not the
other items in the boutique. More information about the meeting as well as the slate for the
new directors upon which you will vote is included inside.

WDS is an active daffodil society and there are many opportunities for anyone
interested to get involved. Please let me know if you have an area of interest in which you
would like to participate. WDS continues to be participate at the Arboretum, updating the
Wister collection and at Brookside planting the Pannill and Wister gardens as well as
contributing to local organizations to further the education of the daffodil. If you have a
project in which you are involved and would like to make a request to WDS for some funding
for daffodil plantings, please let us know. Finally, I am thrilled to announce that the Fall ADS
Board meeting will be held in N. Virginia in October, 2010. This event will include a
symposium on ‘Intermediate Daffodils” organized by our own Mitch Carney, the ADS
Intermediate Daffodil Chair. All will be welcome to attend. Also note the lecture by Leslie
Leijenhorst, the daffodil and tulip expert from Holland, in Severna Park on October 11, 2009.
More information is in the newsletter.

All are welcome to attend the Fall meeting and I look forward to seeing you in a
month.

Sincerely, Lucy Rhame WDS President, Irhame@aol.com

WDS Fall Annual Meeting, Bulb Exchange &

Bulb Order Pickup — October 17, 2009
Falls Church Community Center, 223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church VA 22046
703-248-5020/703-248-5001 / Meeting room on second floor of Community Center- labeled
Senior Center — There is an elevator. Building next door is the Falls Church City Hall.
10:30 am — 12 noon: WDS Board Meeting
All Members Welcome to Attend!
All Board members: Please bring a plate of something sweet or salty, finger food only, to
serve the general membership during the Annual Meeting. WDS will provide drinks. Board
members may wish to bring a lunch for themselves for the break between the two meetings.
1:00 pm — 3:00 pm: WDS Annual Meeting & Bulb Exchange
Voting for new Officers and Board Members; Discussion of upcoming events; Boutique Sales;
Bulb Sales & Raffles, Door Prizes and the Bulb Exchange (you don’t have to bring bulbs to
get bulbs!) Bulb Orders may be picked up anytime during this meeting.



Delia Bankhead 1932-2009

It is with much sadness that we announce the loss of our long time member and good friend, Delia Bankhead,
who passed away suddenly in her home in Hendersonville, North Carolina in June of this year. Delia joined the WDS in
the early 1970’s and was a good friend of Pat Crenshaw, Marie Bozievich, and Roberta Watrous from whom she learned
to be an excellent grower and exhibitor.

She became an accredited judge in 1984 and later an accredited judging school instructor. She was the recipient
of the Middle Atlantic Regional Award for leadership and service. She was chairman of the National ADS convention
hosted by WDS in 1988. She won the ADS Silver medal for service to the society in 2000.

She was always interested in nurturing the interest of new members and was very generous with her bulb collection.

She will be remembered for her work as chairman of the ADS miniatures committee from 1996-2004, during
which time she searched worldwide for cultivars that were thought to be extinct. She was the primary author of the ADS
book on miniatures which is the first of its kind and an extraordinarily useful tool to miniature collectors, exhibitors, and
judges.

Upon the death of Roberta Watrous, Delia accepted the challenge to care for Roberta’s remaining seedlings and to
get them named and distributed. She began her own hybridizing of miniatures in the early 1990’s with specific goals that
included new miniatures with white perianths and colored cups.

Besides daffodils, Delia grew a host of other tiny plants that included rare lady slippers and trilliums. She had an
extensive library of books on a variety of subjects and was a great lover of classical music. She left specific instructions
in her will that her standard bulbs be given to her close friends. Her miniatures will be grown by fellow WDS member,
Chriss Rainey, who was asked to dig them and care for them until which time those worthy can be named and placed in
commerce.

Many letters of condolence were sent to her family from around the world with kind words of friendship and high
praise for her accomplishments. Those who knew her well understand that the daffodil world has lost a great mentor,
friend, authority, leader, and visionary. She will be greatly missed, but never forgotten.

Report of Nominating Committee

According to the WDS Bylaws as amended, President Lucy Rhame selected a Nominating Committee to be
chaired by Past President, Kathy Welsh and members Tom Taylor and Mitch Carney. The following slate of Officers and
new Board members is being presented for election at the October 17, 2009 Annual Meeting:

o Lucy Rhame for President(second 1 yr term)
o Glenna Graves for Vice-President (second 1 yr term)
o Donna Clausen to replace Holly Ruffin (who will remain on the Board as Secretary) with the term to

expire 2010

o Robert Huesmann to replace Tricia Goins (who will remain on the Board as Treasurer) with term to
expire 2011

o Lina Burton, Carol Kennedy, Jim Taylor, and Suzanne Worsham for board members with terms expiring
in 2012

Nominations (with the consent of the nominee) can be made by contacting Kathy Welsh before the October 17, 2009
Annual meeting (kathywelshO1l@aol.com or 703-242-9783).

WDS 2010 Daffodil Show -- April 9-10, 2010

The 2010 WDS Daffodil Show will be held April 9-10, 2010 at Brookside Gardens, Wheaton Maryland. Tom
Taylor will Chair and Donna Clausen and Carol Kennedy will Co-Chair this show. Please contact Tom if you would like
to volunteer to help. (703-698-8636).

The 2009 WDS Daffodil Show had a large and impressive Youth Section, with several second and third
generation WDS members entered. Among others were wonderful entries by WDS member Dorothy Sensibaugh’s two
granddaughters and by WDS member Ginger Wallach’s daughter. Another WDS member, Kate Carney is ADS chairman
for Youth and Community Involvement. See her article below. Encouraging youth and community involvement is a
win-win situation for all of us!



No Bulb Left Behind By Kate Carney

American Daffodil Society Youth and Community Involvement Chairman

If you are like most daffodil aficionados, you have collected more and more daffodil bulbs that have now
multiplied ten fold, and now you don’t know what to do with them all. Am I right? We all share our special ones amongst
friends and at fall meetings. But what about those with lost labels, the ones you don’t feel are show quality or some you
are just plain tired of, the garden center impulse buy ones which are nothing like the picture and could be anything but
what you thought you purchased?

Here’s an idea that will help you and others. Take those outcast bulbs to your local library, nursing home, hospital
or hospice and see if they would be willing to let you plant them in their gardens. Even better is to involve some youth
like the Boy or Girl Scouts who need to do community service. What a wonderful project! And it will achieve so many
things. The first is to spread our favorite flower to people and places so that others will admire their beauty and maybe
bring some happiness and cheer. And by culling your collection you will have space for MORE bulbs and thus start this
whole cycle over again!

Fall Daffodil Chores by Kathy Welsh

......... Fall is the time for planting, but before you can plant you need to have your soil prepared and your bulbs sorted.

Preparing the soil: Soil preparation can begin in early September. Soil prep can mean two different things depending on
whether you are refurbishing soil that’s been used before or preparing a new bed. Given the opportunity, one of the most
important things you can do for daffodil health is to rest your beds and rotate every few years. Having lived in my current
home for over 15 years, I am now seeing substantial basal rot because I haven’t let my beds lay dormant. Fusarium is deadly for
daffodils and it has a tendency to build up in the soil over time. When installing a new bed, dig approximately 10” deep using a
shovel, then use a tiller to break up the dirt. Amend the soil with “Super Fines” or some other soil conditioner, rototilling these in
to break up the clay and improve drainage. In recent years I have also used Gran-i-grit. This product is like a very course sand or
small gravel. It can be purchased at Southern States. Over time additional amendments and nutrients are needed to improve tired
soil. Like Bob Huesmann I have been experimenting with various products which revitalize the soil while fighting fusarium. For
more information on this subject, refer to last fall’s newsletter.

Planting: Everyone agrees that the soil should be 55 degrees or below before planting begins. In this area that means planting
should begin no earlier then the beginning of October, but generally towards the middle of the month. Try to finish your planting
by Thanksgiving if possible, but early to mid-December can be OK. Strong root growth before the ground freezes is essential.
Plenty of water in the fall means good smooth flowers in the spring. It is important to get minis in the ground first when planting
late. Good root growth is even more important for tiny bulbs which are planted closer to the surface than their bigger brothers.
Early spring planting is possible if the bulbs are still firm. Soft bulbs should be thrown away. Dig your hole 6-8 inches deep.
Place a small amount of 5-10-10 fertilizer in the hole or trench, then cover with an inch of dirt. Fertilizing below the bulb at the
time of planting is the most important time to fertilize. It places the nutrients at the roots, where the bulbs are able to absorb them.
Don’t let the fertilizer touch the bulbs or it will burn them. When it comes to minis use fertilizer sparingly and consider
broadcasting over the planted area. One additional step can be taken. I have recently started using a thin layer of Gran-i-grit
underneath my bulbs. This helps with drainage and makes the bulbs easier to find when digging.

Labeling: It is important to label and map your bulbs. In fact [ use a three pronged approach. In addition to labeling and mapping,
I bury a piece of plastic milk carton with the name of the bulb and the color code written with a permanent sharpie. This provides
verification when digging and can be kept in the mesh bag after bulbs are out of the ground. Make the map immediately after
planting. After planting a mulch of pine bark or pine needles is recommended. Mulch helps to keep your blooms clean, insulates
during the winter, and keeps the soil cool during the summer. Once your bulbs are in the ground it’s time to breath a sigh of relief,
sit back, relax and wait until spring!

Receive Your Newsletter Electronically

If you don't receive your newsletter via email and would be willing to do so, please contact Kathy Welsh at:
Kathywelsh01@aol.com. Electronic newsletters save us printing and mailing costs.



Mistakes | have made planting daffodils by Lucy Rhame
(What about you?)

I have learned a lot about daffodil growing and showing over the past ten years but, just like all growers, 1
certainly made mistakes when I embarked on this hobby.

One large miscalculation was when I planted my first bed of white daffodils. I bought a number of fabulous
specimens from WDS and thought how nice it would be to plant them together under my kitchen window for a lovely
white bed display while labeling them for the spring show season. What a mistake!. I did have a lovely display of W-W'’s,
but somewhere along the line a mix-up occurred and a division 2 with a green eye emerged where a division 1 pure white
was meant to be. I could not tell one white from another despite my labels and maps. For me, similar color daffodils
should not be planted next to each other in order to avoid identification problems on the show bench.

My first lesson learned. The next one...my dogs and the garden service. Despite precise and time consuming
labeling on my planted bulbs, my energetic German Shepherds ran through the beds, pulling up and chewing tags. Add
insult to injury, the yard man proceeded to rake the mulched beds upending any remaining identification. It is suggested
that a three pronged method of identification is the most effective. In addition to above ground tags, a label written on
pieces of plastic milk carton or levelor blind sections with a permanent black marker can be planted in the hole with the
bulbs. Finally, a map should be drawn detailing all plantings. You cannot show if you do not know what you grow.

Narcissus Fly — Zero Tolerance—No Excuses! By Bob Huesmann

Some daffodil growers eschew the use of chemicals. For the rest of us, however, there are no excuses for
having even one of our treasured bulbs chewed up and made into mush by the grub of a narcissus fly. There are two
chemicals now widely available in easy-to-use granular form which will kill any narcissus fly grub which dares to come
anywhere near a daffodil bulb. These two grub-zappers are Dylox and Imidacloprid. Each is available in home and garden
supply stores, labeled as a "Grub Control" product for lawns. They come packaged by various suppliers, like Scott or
Spectracide, but don't pay any attention to that. Just be sure to look for the place on the package where they list the
ingredients and make sure it shows Dylox or Imidacloprid as the active ingredient. I believe Dylox and Imidacloprid to be
close to 100% effective. (I have not had an infested bulb in 2 or 3 years.) But they ARE different. Dylox is a fast-acting
and fast-disappearing chemical, i.e. it breaks down in the soil in a few weeks. The claim on the package is usually
something like "works in 24 hours" or something similar. Imidacloprid, on the other hand, remains in the soil for a couple
of months or so. The package usually says something like "season- long control."
Personally, I think this gives an advantage to Imidacloprid because one application will
remain effective over the critical parts of the life cycle of the fly/egg/larvae/grub; but
Dylox, too, is effective at interrupting this life cycle if applied at the right time(s).I
suggest applying about a scant tablespoon of granules around the base of each plant
sometime in the last two weeks of April, or earlier if you see a fly buzzing around. If
you're doing it for the first time, my suggestion would be to apply the stuff closer to April
1. That way you will kill any grubs left over from the year before. Although these
- holdovers probably have already damaged their host bulbs, uneaten parts of these bulbs

| sometimes recover and grow. If you use Dylox the first year, consider applying it twice,
the first time in late March or early April to zap those holdover grubs and the second
around May 1 to eliminate any larvae or grubs that have the audacity to challenge the new
system. (Actually, it might make sense to use Imidacloprid for the second application.)
Although my personal preference is to place the granules around the base of each plant,
where the flies like to lay their eggs, I see no reason why a broadcast application wouldn't also be effective; it would use
more chemical, but would take less time to apply. Note that Imidacloprid is also available in liquid form as an insecticide
under the Spectracide brand. I use this in my post-harvest bulb dip, but I think the granular form is probably more
effective as a soil treatment. If you don't use chemicals, perhaps not all is lost. My suggestion would be to spray your
daffodils (be sure to include the base of each plant) every two weeks or so, beginning mid-March until the end of May,
with a product containing neem extract. I don't think neem is lethal, but it may be objectionable enough to give larvae and
grubs a severe itch and/or bellyache and encourage most flies to go lay their eggs on somebody else's daffodils. I haven't
used neem for this purpose myself, so no guarantees. My guess is that you will reduce-- but not completely eliminate--
damage from those darned narcissus flies.




Fertilizing Daffodils
Chriss Rainey passes this along:
“I've been trying to straighten some files and I came across something in papers of Delia Bankhead’s that I thought
members might find interesting. She had a typed recipe for Phil Phillip's Planting Fertilizer and a hand written recipe for
Foliar Feeding after bloom. I can't vouch for either one personally, but they sure sound like they'd make a daffodil sit up
and behave. Chriss” Let us know if you try them and they work.

Phil Phillip's Planting Fertilizer
1 50 1b bag of green sand
1 50 Ib bag of Dolomite lime
1 25 b triple phosphate, or 1 50 Ib bag double superphosphate

1 Ib powdered sulfur 1 Ib sulfate of iron
1 b borax 1 Ib zinc sulfate
1/2 1b manganese of sulfate 2 Ib Epsom Salts

Tip first three items out on a strong plastic sheet or similar about 5 ft. square or

larger. Spread well over the sheet and mix evenly. Then spread the other ingredients evenly over the mix except the
manganese sulfate, which you dissolve in about 1/2 gal. hot water about 140 F or thereabouts and sprinkle it evenly over
the mix, rake it in and then pull the sheet by the corners so the mix tumbles itself and mixes well. Do this several times.
Leave overnight and then pull again until all lumps are broken. The mix can then be bagged and used when required. Use
2/3 cup mix for each row (4feet long) of bulbs working it in well below planting level.

Foliar Feeding Daffodils

To 1 gallon of water add: 2 tablespoons variegated violet (Peters)
1 tablespoon Epsom salts 1 tablespoon Diazanon or Dursban

1 teaspoon liquid seaweed 1 teaspoon dishwashing detergent

1 teaspoon liquid iron 1 teaspoon trace elements (Peters)

Spray to wet all sides of foliage. Do not spray within 4 hours of rain.

Spray every 7-10 days after flowering until senescence begins (in the foliage, not the person)

If a trace element mix is available this may be added every other time at rate of 1 teaspoon per gallon.
Fill to just above the line on green sprayer. * Virginia P's recipe incl. 1 "measure" sulphate of potash.

WDS Membership — New Members

Sandra Lambiotte, Claksburg, WV Cathy Hallmark, Springfield, VA
Gladys Hemphill, Catonsville, VA Lynn Hoffman, Youngstown, OH
Michael Martin, Arlington, VA Mary McConnell, Rapidan, VA

Ann McKinney, Bentwood, TN Lynn Shields, Zebulon, NC

Lynn Slackman, Belleville, IL Gateway Garden Club, Matinsburg, WV
Norbourne Garden Club, Martinsburg, WV Shenandoah Garden Club, Rippon, WV

WDS MEMBERSHIP - Membership Year January 1 - December 31

Please Circle: NEW RENEWAL UPDATE ONLY
Name(s)

Address:

Phone No. (home) email:

Are you willing to receive your newsletter electronically: Yes No
1 yr individual ($10.00) 3 yr individual ($25.00)

1 yr household ($12.00) 3 yr household ($30.00)

1 yr club ($10.00) 3 yr club ($25.00)

Make check payable to “WDS” Please mail to: Kathy Welsh, 10803 Windcloud Ct. Oakton, VA 22124



WDS Membership — Do you Need to Renew?

The new WDS directory will be available at the fall meeting so it’s time to send email and other updates. If you didn’t
receive an electronic copy of this newsletter it’s because you don’t have an email or I don’t have your CORRECT email.
This is the time of year when I work hard to make sure all membership information is current. Send changes to
kathywelshO1@aol.com or send by mail to the address on the membership form in this newsletter. The following people
and clubs are due for renewal on January 1. Since the list is quite long this year I thought I would print the names in this
newsletter rather than waiting until February. Please send your dues with the renewal form. We love 3 year renewals!

Addamiano
Aldrich

Alexander
Appel
Bartle
Barton
Beale
Beck, Jr.
Bender
Benjamin
Bhatia
Bostick
Bresee
Burgess
Carney
Caton
Chiabotta

Cogar
Crampton
Darling
Duchess
Eggleston
Eicher
Ezell
Fischer
Foglesong
Fong

Beverley Hills Garden Club
Chartwell Garden Club

Claremont Garden Club

Dolley Madison Garden Club
Fauquier & Loudoun Garden Club

Griner
Guild

Heller
Herbstritt
Herrell
Hirschy
Holdt
Hotchkiss
Jensen
Johnston
Karstadt
Kawaguchi
Kellogg
Kennedy
Kenney
Kingsley

Knehans, Jr.

Knerr
Koonce
Lindholm
Magley
Martin
Melnick
Miller
Minch
Misner
Moore

Membership Renewals Due January 1, 2010

Murphy
Nichols
Nielsen

Nock
Owen
Pamplin
Pivarnik
Powell
Rhame
Salzinger
Schorn
Scott
Sensibaugh
Sharp
Shuba
Slasman
Spence

Spotts
Tonti
Trueblood
Turner
Webb
Willerth
Winn
Wright
Yeats

Francis Fauquier Garden Club
Garden Club of Alexandria
Garden Club of Fairfax
Haymarket Town & Country
Piedmont Garden Club

Membership Renewals Due January 1, 2010




Washington Daffodil Society
Summer Board Meeting

Summit Point, West Virginia June 13, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 am by President Lucy Rhames at the new home of Mary Koonce. Board
Members present included Lucy Rhame, Spencer Rainey, Lina Burton, Mary Anne Barton, Mary Koonce, Tom Taylor,
Glenna Graves, Dorothy Sensibaugh, Kathy Welsh, Tricia Goins, Robert Darling, Mary Semrad, and Linda Smith.
Board Meeting Reports:

The secretary's report was previously published in the newsletter and was accepted by voice vote.
Treasurer Tricia Goins gave a report of the status of WDS funds and they were accepted by voice vote.
President Rhame reported that the Spring luncheon and meeting would be at the Italian Cafe, 7161 Lee Highway,
in Falls Church, Virginia on February 27, 2010.
Mary Koonce reported that this year's bulb order amounted to about $14,000, and that she will continue to accept
orders until the suppliers ship the bulbs.
Kathy Welsh reported that the membership consists of 225 members and 22 garden clubs.
Nominating Committee Chair Kathy Welsh and members Tom Taylor and Mitch Carney proposed a slate of new
Board members:

o Lucy Rhame for President

o Glenna Graves for Vice-President

o Donna Clausen to replace Holly Ruffin (who will remain on the Board as Secretary) with the term to

expire 2010

o Robert Huesmann to replace Tricia Goins (who will remain on the Board as Treasurer) with term to
expire 2011

o Lina Burton, Carol Kennedy, Jim Taylor, and Suzanne Worsham for board members with terms expiring
in 2012

Mary Koonce and Dorothy Sensibaugh will work with Brookside Gardens to coordinate their daffodil plantings.
Deadline for Fall newsletter will be September 1, 2009. A total of 249 recipients get the newsletter--129 get it in
hard copy.

President Rhame announced the Chriss and Spencer Rainey will assume responsibility for storing the WDS
properties at Merrifield Gardens.

Robert Darling announced that he would like volunteers to help him identify and reorganize the daffodil
collections at the National Arboretum next season.

Delia Bankhead died May 24, 2009. She did not want a lot of "fuss", but the membership wanted to do something
in her memory. Chriss Rainey has been helping with her estate and may have some suggestions.

New Board Business:

Mary Koonce moved and Linda Smith seconded to establish three $100 grants to promote daffodils in the
landscape. Discussion followed and the motion was withdrawn with the understanding that the will of the Board
was to support public plantings and that detailed procedures would be established.
Kathy Welsh moved that Section 4.02 of the Bylaws be amended to increase the number on the Board as Follows:
(underlining indicates the proposed changes)
o The full board of Directors shall consist of four (4) officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, and
Treasurer); twelve (12) elected directors; the Newsletter Editor; the Webmaster; The Show Chairs of all
WDS shows; the Bulb Order Chairman; the membership Chairman; and the immediate past President
who shall become a Director upon the expiration of his/her term and shall serve until his/her successor's
term expires. Other committee Chairs may be appointed to the Board at the discretion of the President.
o This amendment will be voted upon at the fall meeting. The Board Meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm.

Membership Meeting:

Following the Board meeting the membership convened in a large tent on the lawn to enjoy a picnic lunch.
Members brought dishes and the WDS provide fried chicken.

President Rhame summarized the actions and announcements of the Board meeting for the general membership.
The membership thanked Mary Koonce and her family for the fine hospitality shown them.

A short program was given on digging, dipping and the hot water treatment of bulbs. Glenna Graves served as
the moderator

A plant exchange was conducted by drawing and everyone went home with plants.

At 3:30, before going home, those members that were interested traveled to an historic neighboring home that is
still owned by a descendant of George Washington and enjoyed a very informative tour by the owner.

Recorded by Tom Taylor for Holly Ruffin



The Chartwell Garden Club Presents
Leslie Liejenhorst
Daffodil and Tulip expert from the Hortus Bulborum, Limmen, the Netherlands
Sunday, October 11,2009 1:00 PM
Chartwell Country Club 1 Chartwell Drive Severna Park, MD 21146
Tickets for luncheon and lecture $25.00
For information please contact: Liz Williams 410-987-7571 mliz_williams@verizon.net
Please send your reservations in before September 27, 2009

Name Club/organization

Address

Phone Email

Number tickets Amount enclosed

Checks payable to Chartwell Garden Club
c/o Donna Sakenes
55 St. Andrew Road, Severna Park, MD 21146

WDS Calendar -- check these websites

American Daffodil Society website: www.daffodilusa.org
Washington Daffodil Society website: www.washingtondaffodilsociety.org
2009

Oct 17 WDS Fall Annual Meeting & Bulb Exchange, Falls Church VA
2010

Feb 27 WDS Spring Luncheon, Arlington, VA

April 9-10 ' WDS Daffodil Show, Wheaton MD




